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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 319 

inspiring history. The trouble with numerous seekers after culture is that 
they don't know bromidioms for what they are worth. They are passed 
over as unimportant, like axioms. But it takes real thinking and real 
thougbtfulness to understand and enjoy anything so simple and funda- 
mental as a bromidiom or an axiom. 

Robert Hildbeth. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 



WAS PAUL A CHRISTIAN? 

Sir, — Although I go to church three times every Sunday, like it, and 
believe in the power of the church for good, I am neither angry with Mr. 
Ellwood Hendrick nor do I pity his ignorance. His article Saul of Tarsus 
is an instance of how a man can put one or two good written thoughts in a 
mess of nonsense. I was glad to see in print on the page of a magazine 
as great as The North American Review the words, " — if the world 
were to follow the advice of Jesus the Kingdom of God would be at hand." 
That is sensible and the kind of stuff this world needs. We need to practice 
and live the truths of Jesus and not dress them up for an hour's parade on 
Sunday only. But the world eertainly does not need to be told that one of 
the greatest exponents of Christianity was in reality no follower of the 
Christ at all. One of old said of Paul: "Mueh. learning doth make thee 
mad." Now comes forth a modern one who says : " Paul, much logic doth 
make thee a fool." There is just about as much connection between learning 
and madness as there is between logic and a fool. Paul was not mad and he 
was " no fool," Mr. Ellwood Hendrick to the contrary notwithstanding. 
Paul spent less time in establishing dogma than he did in making converts. 
To be a persecutor and then to bend one's back willingly to the persecutor 
is some change for one who was logical and consistent to the point of being 
a fool. For, according to Mr. Hendrick's theory, Paul was so logical that 
he fooled himself, or else we could not aeeount for his earnestness. Paul 
talked constantly because he had experienced a salvation which gave him 
something to talk about, but he never was guilty of making any such a 
statement as : " Stand up and say you believe, and you are saved ; fail in 
this opportunity, and you shall go to hell." " BELIEVE ! " not " say that 
you believe," is the statement which Paul brings out one way and another, 
over and over. " Faith, hope, love, these three, but the greatest of these is 
to see the reasoning of my logic and to stand up and say you believe." 
No, the grandest theme of Christ and of his apostle is love. If love had 
always been the theme of Christendom, and all Christians had been willing 
to suffer and to labor for the sake of love, as Paul did, the Kingdom of 
Righteousness would have been here long ago. As I read Mr. Hendrick's 
article, I could not help but ask myself the question : " Why is it that some 
men who have come into possession of one or two great truths imagine that, 
in order to possess more truth, they must tear to pieces the character of 
some old hero of the cross, turn the Church over to the bats and owls, or 
treat all the creeds of Christendom as ' mere scraps of paper? ' " Perhaps 
somebody may be able to give us an answer some day. 

Jesse F. Benton. 

Gary, West Virginia. 



